MINUTES OF THE WEDDICAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON 17th June 2026 AT 6.30pm

Present: Cllrs:  Mr R Mitchell, Mrs N Charters, Mr A Haslop and Mr A McDowell.  

       Clerk:  Rev’d J Morgan 

1. Apologies:  Cllr I Fee and L Bailey
					Mr R Mitchell in the Chair

2. To approve minutes of the meetings held on 20th May 2026.
On the proposal of Cllr A. Haslop, seconded by Cllr N Charters, the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting and the May meeting of the Parish Council, were approved and signed by the Chairman.

3. To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda 
Cllr A Haslop declared an interest in agenda item 14 ii and Cllr R Mitchell declared and interest in agenda item 14 iv,  Cllr.  Neither took part in the discussion of the relevant items.

4. Public Participation - There was none.

5. Matters Arising from the Minutes not covered on the agenda 
It was noted that the Summergrove street sign had been replaced on its post.

6. Keekle Play Park 
Cllr Haslop reported that approximately 280 people had attended the Duck Race event with takings of £4100 which, after expenses were deducted, had left a profit of £3000.  It had been an enjoyable event held in good weather.  
The Rivers Trust had confirmed that it will fund and build a pathway on the other side of the river and to install a sensory garden, which will be used by groups of autistic children.

7. Police Matters 
Cllr Charters reported that she was keeping an eye on the comings and goings at two empty houses and was also monitoring the use of e-bikes in the parish.  She had attended the recent police liaison meeting and was delighted to report that, in the main thanks to work done in the community and local schools by the officers, crime was down in the area and the perception of the police was changing.  The meeting had given Cllr Charters the opportunity to meet members of other parish and town councils and she had discussed with Mr Richardson of Cleator Moor Town Council the cost of purchasing a Speed Indicator Device (SID) which is between £2,500 and £4000 and would need police authorisation for placement etc.
8. Cumberland Councillor’s Report - Not available due to Cllr Forster’s absence.  

9. Issues in the Parish
i. Cllr Haslop raised concern that a public footpath which passes beneath the viaduct is impassible as the small bridge over the beck has been removed.  Clerk to refer the matter to the county footpaths officer for attention.
ii. Cllr Mitchell had spoken to Highways about the state of the road near Summergrove and the quantity of chippings still there since the last time work was done there, a street cleaner had since visited and attended to the matter.
iii. Councillors expressed concerns that people are ignoring the road closed signs and moving the cones to allow passage.  It was acknowledged that the contractors cannot monitor this 24/7 but Cllr Charters was concerned that at a recent planning meeting which she had attended it had been stated that there were no traffic issues in the parish.

10. Planters
Cllr Haslop reported that the planters had been planted up for summer, at a cost of £98.28, and some consideration would be given to bulbs for the autumn planting.

11. Reports from other meetings - Already covered.

12. Correspondence - None

13.  Finance 
i. The clerk circulated the annual accounts, which were approved.
ii. The Clerk presented that AGAR forms which were completed in accordance with current legislation.  A clean report had been received from the internal auditor.  The Certificate of exemption would now be sent to the external auditor.
iii. The following cheques were approved for payment:
`	Keekle Village Hall – rent 2026/27		£120.00
	CALC subscription				£215.48
	J Morgan salary net				£628.52
	HMRC PAYE					£157.00
	A Haslop reimbursement for plants		£  98.28

14. Planning applications 
The following application had been received:
i. Notification and consultation on an application for planning permission County Matter Application for Minerals and/or waste development Ref No 4/26/9006 various works by United Utilities on land east of Dalziell Street, Keekle.
An email had been received from one member of the public objecting to the manner in which the application had been advertised.  This was noted.
The Parish Council had no objections to these works and, indeed, welcomed them as much needed and in the most appropriate place for them to be developed.
ii. Installation of Solar Panels on the roof of Keekle Village Hall – no objections
iii. Proposed change of use from agricultural land to form organic garden service access track, formation of raised beds, bin store and E V charging point, The Keekle Inn, 33 Keekle Terrace. – no  objections.  The council considered this to be a good use of the land, which would reduce food miles and wastage and increase biodiversity but concern was raised about the vehicular access and exit point which it was assumed Highways would have taken a view on.
iv. Various works to trees protected by a tree preservation order at Woodside, Summergrove Park.  No objections and it was understood that these were essential works.

15. Additional Item
Before the meeting closed, Cllr N Charters submitted her resignation to the Chairman, effective immediately.  Cllr Charters was thanked for her service during her time on the council and it was hoped that she would return at a future date.

16. Items for next meeting.
Parish Council recruitment

      Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 15th July 2026 at 6.30pm

The meeting closed at 7.20pm

Signed ____________________________________________________ Chairman


Date     ____________________________________________________

