MINUTES OF THE WEDDICAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON 20th May 2026 AT 6.30PM

Present: Cllrs:  Mr I Fee, Mrs N Charters, Mr A Haslop and Miss L Bailey.  
One member of the public was also in attendance.

       Clerk:  Rev’d J Morgan 

1. Apologies:  Cllr A McDowell, R Mitchell and Cumberland Cllr J Forster.
					Mr I Fee in the Chair

2. To approve minutes of the meeting held on 18th March 2026.
On the proposal of Cllr A. Haslop, seconded by Cllr L Bailey, the minutes were approved and were signed by the Chairman.

3. To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda 
Cllrs Bailey and Haslop declared and interest in the issue to be discussed during Public Participation and left the room whilst this matter was debated.

4. Public Participation 
A member of the public raised a number of concerns regarding the application for 70 new houses to  be built on land adjacent to Summergrove.  He intended to raise each one of his concerns at the Planning Meeting on 27th May when he had been given a three-minute slot.  Cllr Charters had also registered to speak at that meeting.  The member of the public was also registered to speak at the meeting and had several other concerns to raise with the planning committee.  The Clerk gave the member of the public a copy of the Parish Council’s September 2025 minutes which detail the council’s response to the application.  It is understood that those comments and objections will remain on file with the planning authority.

5. Matters Arising from the Minutes not covered on the agenda 
There were none.

6. Review of Parish Council Policy Documents
The council reviewed all of the policy documents detailed on the website and on the proposal of Cllr Haslop, seconded by Cllr Charters, agreed that these be approved for a further year.

7. Keekle Play Park 
Cllr Haslop reported that all of the new equipment was now in place.  There had been an incident of vandalism after two days, which was sorted by a volunteer and there had been no further trouble since. The vandalism had been logged with the police and an increased police presence had been noticed since.  The trustees are working on building relationships with local young people.

An application has been made to Cumberland Council for £7,000 to add a path through the play park to the picnic area, which would be wheelchair accessible.

A separate application had been made to the Rivers Trust for a pathway on the other side of the river and to install a sensory garden.

The major fundraiser for the year will be the Duck Race on 6th June, gates will open at 11.45am and the event will run until 6pm.

8. Police Matters 
i. Two abandoned vehicles on Keekle car park had been removed by the police.
ii. It was noted that the SID had not yet been put in place, but this was thought to be because the road is currently closed.

9. Cumberland Councillor’s Report - Not available due to Cllr Forster’s absence.  

10. Issues in the Parish
i. The clerk was instructed to email Cllr Forster and to report to Cumberland Council that the ‘Summergrove’ street sign has fallen from the post at the junction beside Keekle Village Hall and is lying in the grass.
ii. Cllr Fee had reported to Cumberland Council via email that leaves which build up over the autumn and winter cause drainage problems year-round.
iii. Cllr Fee reported that some 36 chickens had been stolen from a local property, only six had been returned alive following an appeal.  The cockerel had been beheaded and left on site.

11. Reports from other meetings 
Cllr Charters advised the meeting that she would be attending the forthcoming Health and Wellbeing meeting as well as the Planning Meeting.

12. Correspondence - None

13.  Finance 
The following cheques were approved for payment:
	Zurich Municipal – insurance		£241.00
`	Keekle Village Hall – rent		£132.00

14. Planning applications 
The following application had  been received:
Erection of first-floor room above the existing sun room at1 Low Padstow, Padstow, Cleator Moor
No observations or objections.

15. Items for next meeting 
Accounts and AGAR form
Planters

      Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 17th June 2026 at 6.30pm

The meeting closed at 7.30pm





Signed ____________________________________________________ Chairman


Date     ____________________________________________________

